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gift of all tlie sons of men, and assures us it would be as wise to
ignore the tiny creatures that build up the coral islands of the
southern seas as to pass by any one of these contributions to
the spiritual fulness and wealth of the world.1 Therefore,
the life and work of Baptists is a valuable part of British
Christianity, only so far as it has become one of the successive
steps in which the human spirit has been forced onward by
the immanent logic of the religious life in its organic develop-
ment. Service to humanity in its higher ranges of life and work
is the supreme test of the worth of Churches. No society can
escape that judgment, nor can the most prosperous and popular
community finally confuse it. Each Church must be made
manifest according to its utterance of the " word," and offering of
the service by which men and nations really live and securely*
advance towards their true ethical and spiritual goal.

II.

IT is of the first importance to keep in view this cardinal law,
as we attempt to fix the place of Baptists in the development of
our British Christianity; for it is notorious that Baptists have
an extremely poor and inconspicuous place in the grand suc-
cession of majestic hierarchies and colossal system-builders that
marches along the centuries. Baptists have done nothing for
the methods and machinery of Christianity, unless it is that they
have shown how immeasurably inferior methods and machinery
are to intrinsic conviction, personal faith, and passionate devotion
to high ideals. No elaborate organization bears our name. No
towering ecclesiastical edifice has been built by our hands. No
ornate and splendid ritual has come forth from our mint.
No service, rich in its harmonies, prolific in mystic suggestion
and entrancing and calming at once with blended song and
prayer belongs to us. We cannot even claim to have created
one homogeneous Baptist Church with graded officers, binding
ceremonies, authoritative creed, and high pontifical dignitaries.
Few great organizing personalities have appeared amongst us;.
and those who have arisen have had to confront tremendous
difficulties in their building work. An Ignatius Loyola, vast as
was his innate power of attracting and commanding men, could
not have thriven on Baptist fare. The wonderful genius of the
founder of Methodism, could never have reared his beneficent
structure on our principles. Indeed, we are not, and cannot
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